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agents and accompanying development of one universal
supernatural agents survives in great strength down to our own
day. Religious creeds, established and dissenting, all embody
the belief that right and wrong are right and wrong simply in
virtue of divine enactment. And this tacit assumption has
passed from systems of theology into systems of morality; or
rather, let us say that moral systems in early stages of
development, .little differentiated from the accompanying
theological systems, have participated in this assumption.
We see this in the works of the Stoics, as well as in the
works of certain Christian moralists. Among recent ones
I may instance the Essays on the Principles of Morality, by
Jonathan Dymond, a Quaker, which makes '' the authority
of the Deity the sole ground of duty, and His communicated
will the only ultimate standard of right and wrong." Nor
is it by writers belonging to so relatively unphilosophical a
sect only, that this view is held; it is held with a difference
by writers belonging to sects contrariwise distinguished,,
For these assert that in the absence of belief in a deityj
there would be no moral guidance; and this amounts to*
asserting that moral truths have no other origin than the
will of Grod, which, if not considered as revealed in sacred
writings, must be considered as revealed in conscience.

This assumption when .examined, proves to be suicidaL
If there are no other origins for right and wrong than this
enunciated or intuited divine will, then, as alleged, were
there no knowledge of the divine will, the acts now known as
wrong would not be known as wrong. But if men did not
know such acts to be wrong because contrary to the divine
will, and so, in committing them, did not offend by disobe-
dience ; and if they could not otherwise know them to be
wrong; then they might commit them indifferently with the
acts now classed as right: the results, practically considered,
would be the same. In so far as secular matters are
concerned, there would be no difference between the two;
for to say that in the affairs of life, any. evils would arise.